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Oxford Heart Centre, opened in 2009. Photo courtesy of Joshua Chai. 

Thank you! 

CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǘŜŀƳ ōŀǎŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ WƻƘƴ wŀŘŎƭƛũŜ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ όWwIύΣ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ 

ȅƻǳ ŀƎŀƛƴ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǝƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ±ŀǎŎǳƭŀǊ .ȅǇŀǎǎ DǊŀƊǎ  ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǎǘǳŘȅ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ 

ǎǘŀȅ ŦƻǊ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǎǳǊƎŜǊȅ ŀ ŦŜǿ ȅŜŀǊǎ ōŀŎƪΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƛǎ Ǌǳƴ ōȅ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƛƴǾŜǎǝƎŀǘƻǊǎ 

ōŀǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ŀǊŘƛƻǾŀǎŎǳƭŀǊ aŜŘƛŎƛƴŜΣ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ hȄŦƻǊŘΦ Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ 

ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǳǇŘŀǘŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ŀƴŘ ŀƴȅ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŀŎπ

ǝǾƛǘȅ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ мо ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΦ 

Specifically you will find: 

¶ ! ōǊƛŜŦ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ 

¶ LƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿ ǎǘǳŘȅ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ  

¶ LƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ǎǘǳŘȅ ǘŜŀƳ  ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ 

¶ ¦ǇŘŀǘŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǎǘǳŘȅ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ Řŀǘŀ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎƛƴƎ 

Oxford Heart Centre 
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A reminder of the studyé 

Before your heart surgery at the John Radcliffe Hospital, a study investigator approached 

you to take part in this study because you were due to undergo coronary artery bypass 

grafting. 

The study set out to examine the blood vessels that were used for óbypass graftsô during 

your operation. Tests were carried out to enable the investigators a better understanding 

as to why some óbypass graftsô do better than others and hopefully show how their func-

tion could be improved in the future.  

 

Once you signed the study consent form, you may have undergone an ultrasound scan 

of your arm (FMD). This was to measure the function of the inner lining (endothelium) of 

the artery and assess how well it dilates/enlarges in response to an increase in blood 

flow. Samples of vessel obtained by the surgeon during surgery were then tested in the 

laboratory for further measures of endothelial function. 

The information from the additional tests would have  been combined to investigate any 

predictive value of clinical outcome based on:  risk factors and medication at time of sur-

gery and clinical  outcome based on medical records. 

 

This study is part of the large Oxford Heart Vessels Fat (Ox-

HVF) cohort, and its results are interpreted together with the 

findings of other Ox-HVF projects. Ox-HVF is a cluster of clinical 

studies that provide synergistic results allowing the deployment 

of a multi-level strategy to understand the mechanisms of cardi-

ovascular disease. This adds value to the research results and 

potentially may allow translation of the findings into clinical ap-

plications.  

The study is not actively recruiting new participants, but it con-

tinues to record clinical data and analyse scientific results as we 

would like to assess the long term outcomes of those who have taken part in the study. 

Research participant having an ultra-
sound of their arm . Photo courtesy of 
Joshua Chai. 
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New additions to the study team.. 
 

Professor Paul Leeson was formerly the chief investigator of Vascular Bypass 
Grafts Study but this was changed in 2015 to Professor Charalambos Antoni-

ades. 

Prof Antoniades is an Associate Professor of Cardiovascular Medicine in the 

Division of Cardiovascular Medicine,  University Of Oxford and an Honorary 

Consultant Cardiologist in the Oxford University Hospitals NHS Foundation 

Trust. 

He is based at the John Radcliffe Hospital where he heads a research group with a primary focus 

at looking at oxidative stress in human atherosclerosis. 

Laura Herdman, is a member of his research group and works as a Clinical Research Techni-

cian. She has been added to the list of study investigators and will be involved in the follow up of 

participants in the Vascular Bypass Grafts study.  

Other study investigators include: Prof Keith M Channon, Prof Paul Leeson, Prof David Taggart, 

Dr Colin Cunnington, Prof Rajesh Kharbanda and Mr Jonathan Diesch. 

Further Information.. 

For more information on the study and its outputs, please visit our new website at: https://

oxhvf.com/bypass-vascular-study-bvs/ 

If you wish to contact the team for further information, or withdraw from any part of the study 

please use the óContact Usô tab at the bottom of the Vascular Bypass study web page, and a 

member of the research team will respond promptly.  Alternatively please use the contact details 

on the back of this newsletter to write, call or email us.  
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